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Pulpal

Normal

Reversible May or may not

Have slight

symptoms to

thermal stimulus

Similar to reversible;

also may have

spontaneous or

severe pain to

thermal stimuli

None to thermal

stimulus

Other symptoms:

see under

Periapical

None of significance

Significant pain on

mastication or

pressure

None to mild

Response

Response

Not sensitive

Not sensitive

Irreversible No periapical

radiolucent

changes. One exceptioni

occasional condensing

osteitis

See under Periapical

Response (possibly

with extreme pain

on thermal

stimulus)

No response

May or may not

have pain on

percussion or

palpation

Depends on

periapical status

Necrotic

Periapical

Normal

Acute apical

periodontitis

No significant

change

No significant

change

Response

Response or no

response

(depends on pulp

status)

No response

Not sensitive

Pain on percussion

or palpation

Chronic apical

periodontitis and

apical cyst

Acute apical abscess

Chronic apical

abscess

Condensing osteitis

Apical radiolucency None to mild pain

on percussion or

palpation

Pain on percussion

or palpation

Not sensitive

May or may nor

have pain on

percussion or

palpation

Swelling and / or

significant pain

Drainning sinus or

parulis

Varies (despends on

pulp or periapical

status )

Usually a

radiolucent lesion

Usually a

radiolucent lesion

Increased trabecular

bone density

No response

No response

Response or no

response

(depends on pulp

status )
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dtJ'tUnm to zutunt:0-tu Diagnostic Terminology

lilrrd'r ao{rurvir Self - Tesr Questions rfisrrTu r,,rdodonric

Diagnosis rTuu ynv nir sr oueurenutu rSuTor ar:afu ufir

1. When pulps degenerate

a. patients always experience pain.

b. patients can usually pinpoint the offending tooth.

c. heat testing is of limited value.

d. patients may experience pain totally removed from the site

of origin

2. Fulp testing results

a. should be documented in detail

b. are all relative to pulp chamber size & the restorative

history of the tooth.

c. can be more definitive if patient education about pulp

testing is thorough.

d. that exhibit prolonged responses to thermal stimuli are

indicative of irreversible pulp inflammation.

e. all of the above.

3. Soft tissue exams

a. will save a patient's life every 10,000 times you do it.

b. are not worth the effort.

c. can be done but are not worth documenting.

d. don't need to be done on returning patients.

4. Dentists can consistently do no harm in diagnosis

a. if they open the tooth the patient indicates as the pain source.

b. if they avoid testing that might reproduce the patient's pain.

c. if they keep retesting patients in pain, for weeks if

necessary, until they are 100 % certain of the pain etiology.

d. if they reproduce the patient's pain and collect multiple

pieces of corroborative evidence during data gathering procedures



5. A frank PA radiolucency

a. indicates a necrotic tooth.

b. obviates the need for pulp testing.

c. could be non-endodontic in origin.

d. all of the above.

6. Myofacial pain

a. is characteristically different than pain of endodontic

origin.

b. is best relieved with narcotic pain medication.

c. mimicking endodontic pathosis can most often be reproduced

by palpating the masseter and temporalis muscles.

d. always resolves in a week or two.

8. Endodontic pain

a. never crosses the midline.

b. follows a progression from cold to heat sensitivity, followed

by pain to percussion and biting.

c. seldom is experienced for more than 2 3 weeks.

d. all of the above.

9. Which of the following suggest a chronic pain patient?

a. The patient is extremely well versed dental terminology

and many diagnostic concepts.

b. The patient has seen many "incompetent doctors before

you, but has heard that you are a master"

c. The patient has pain of long standing duration( > 3 months).

d. All of the above.

1O. When seeing a patient in pain, and diagnostic findings

are inconclusive, clinicians should

a. open the tooth with the most stressed pulp.

b. wait weeks if necessary, until the cause becomes more

apparent.

c. refer the patient to a chiropractor for TMJ analysis.

d. review the completeness of data gathering, retest or do

additional testing, consult with or refer to colleague for second

opinion.

7 . Which classic symptoms are expected

tooth ?

a. prolonged response to cold testing. e.

vague response to cold test.

sharp, transient response to cold.

pain to percussion.

with a cracked

pain to biting

pressure.

b&e.
o,d,&e.
c&e.

f.

ot)'

h.

b.

t.

d.

Ihe rrRrr Family ol Patented

Endodontic lnstnument$;

Manulacturcd Fan

Exceptional Penlonmance,
Our reserch and development team, working in

conjuction with James B. Roane, DDS, MS, and John

Schoeffel, DDS, MMS, has developed a superior line

of patented endodontic instruments that works

effectively with various cleaning and shaping techniques.

ln fact, our line of files is so special even the

computer-controlled manufacturing process -- which

yields ultimate flexibility, sharpness, and consistency -

- is patented !

That's why our entire line has become the

standard in the industry... from our stainless steel, non-

ledging Flex-R @ Files ... to our exceptional nickel
titanium ally Only-ROtile for extreme flexibility and

strengh ... to Rapid Body ShapersTM and Pow-RTM, our

nickel titanium engine-driven instruments ...you can

count on the revolutionary, patented bullet-shaped

conical tip to clean and shape the canal wall without

ledging or perforation.

So whether you use the balanced force technique
or other preparation methods, our endodontic
instruments simply glide through root curvatures to
provide consistently excellent results.

For superior, innovative performance count on
the rR (Roane) family of patented endodontic
instruments.

Family Values.

Flex-R@ files... revolutionary

conically shaped tip eliminates

ledging and perforation of canal

walls.

Onyx-R @ tite ... nicket titanium

instruments with Roane bullet tip

is excellent for deep shaping and

apical preparation.

Rapid Body Shapers TM (RBS) ...

nickel titanium instruments for

quickly shaping deeply into the

coronal region of moderately

curved canals without the

problems associated with gates-

glidden drills.

Pow-R t" ... our nickel titanium

engine instruments feature a

conservative 02 taper design so

can safety and quickly clean

and shape the canal

lnject-R Fill Tl'4 ... our patented

gutta percha device can backhill

a root canal in seconds while

eliminating tedious multiple

additions.

9tYloe-rSda.ra.,
?lt{uucr?u0tno y't:y ttu.r tnugta qinylatu

PRAKANONG DENTAL SUPPLY LTD., PART.
173 nuuflllruiyr 71 w:;Tru.l nr.Jrnwe 10110
173 Sukhumvit 71 Road, Prakanong, Bangkok 10110
Ini. 392-7262-3 Fax: (66 2) 391- 2a7s fiofro: 01-3 s44s44
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fltJ:tJ"1 qv6'odnurgiorfio.:6os "Endo. Molar

Elrnoiruio ? " "lunr:rJ:vqrunarrfl?lo{drJ'laN'1 scope

?t o{ nriu::u'r uov triuil:v du nr:ninr:fnurvr'r{ rrfifi ntu
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dtJfnr*r Endo. Motar rtjutiorlilrirn#rdndohj Tou
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APEC (Asian Pacific Endodontic Confederation)
A 61 9t a., dl a.t dt a,
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Dr. Paul V Abbott 2l Birdwood Street Balwyn VIC 3079
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